
Week 4 Music Lesson for 4th and 5th Grade 

Topics: Timbre and Jazz 

 

It’s April already! Welcome to Jazz Appreciation Month! Jazz is, by definition, “a type of 

music of African American origin characterized by improvisation, syncopation, and usually 

a regular or forceful rhythm, emerging at the beginning of the 20th century. Brass and 

woodwind instruments and piano are particularly associated with jazz, although guitar and 

occasionally violin are also used; styles include Dixieland, swing, bebop, and free jazz”.  

Two important words from the definition are: Improvisation and Syncopation.  

Improvisation “is the activity of making or doing something not planned beforehand, 

using whatever can be found. Improvisation in the performing arts is a very spontaneous 

performance without specific or scripted preparation”. In other words, Improvisation is 

making it up! When jazz musicians improvise, they use their knowledge of music to make 

up melodies and/or harmonies to enhance a performance. Jazz vocalists often improvise 

with scat singing, or using nonsense syllables that mimic instruments. Ella Fitzgerald is 

famous for her use of scat singing.  

Syncopation is a "placement of rhythmic stresses or accents where they wouldn't 

normally occur". If a rhythm pattern includes “syn – CO – pa”, for example, with the 

emphasis on the upbeat, it has syncopation.  

My husband and I love to listen to the radio station, WCLK (FM 91.9) often. With your 

parents’ permission, you can check it out to hear current jazz music.  

Another important topic this week is Timbre. Timbre is simply the way a voice or 

instrument sounds, or the tone. Every timbre is unique to a voice or instrument.  

Bobby McFerrin is a very famous jazz vocalist. He is known for his brilliant 

improvisations, his range, and his vocal percussion (you might say “beat boxing”) skills. 

Check out the videos below and play the games: 

http://bobbymcferrin.com/dont-worry-be-happy-song/ 

 

http://bobbymcferrin.com/just-enough-song/ 

Now, check out these videos for examples of instrumental timbre: 

https://www.mydso.com/dso-kids/learn-and-listen/instruments 

 

https://www.classicsforkids.com/music/instruments_orchestra.php 
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